
The following is a briefing for the week ending August 14, 2020, on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

At this past Wednesday’s Board of Education Meeting, after much discussion and consideration of 
parent, staff, and student survey data, a consensus decision was reached to begin the 2020-2021 
school year remotely on September 8th. Board President Sharon Belton-Cottman and I joined 
together with Parents and Cabinet Members to announce the BOE unanimous decision. We will 
reevaluate the 100% Remote Instruction plan toward the middle or end of October regarding 

whether to begin to return students to the classroom.  Science and other pertinent factors will 
guide us.  

 

Students will have full-day instruction with both synchronous and asynchronous instruction 
using our online platforms that are directly linked to their classrooms.  This also affords us time 
to roll out health and safety protocols prior to a potential return to in-school learning regarding 
required masks and social distancing.  While the remote learning plan does not have total 
agreement and poses problems for working parents, it was the majority choice, and we are 
working toward solutions that will assist families, while keeping them safe during the pandemic.  

 

 



On behalf of our Board and Families, I thank County Executive Mark C. Poloncarz, who will 
designate a portion of its coronavirus relief funds--more than $15.2 million, from the U.S. 
CARES Act--to support local school districts, including Buffalo. Erie County will provide each 
school district in the county with $100 per student and an additional $50 for each student 
classified as economically-disadvantaged by the NYS Education Department. With the severe 
cuts we’re seeing in education allotments from the State level, this generous offer of aid from 
County Executive Poloncarz helps to alleviate an unfortunate situation. The Buffalo Board of 

Education and I appreciate the extra funding as we face significant unbudgeted costs due to the 
pandemic. Thank you, County Executive Poloncarz for continuing to help our children and 
families through these difficult times! 

 
 
As of today, we have completed 11 Parent/Community Meetings via Zoom and broadcast live on 

our Parent Centers Facebook page, along with one Teacher Meeting.  The platform and two-
way dialogue format is popular and heavily attended.  We intend to continue to conduct these 
meetings regularly, as they have proven to be a popular form of essential communication 
during the COVID-19 pandemic that precludes in-person meetings.  While not optimal, we are 
always eager to engage in answering questions and sharing new information as it changes or 
becomes available.  My highest commendation to our staff, who have been tirelessly sharing 
their knowledge and expertice. 
 

 
 
Be well!  Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 

Superintendent 


